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Greetings,

We became the new Co-Presidents of the Central Western Zone November 1, 2015. 

First, we would like to thank Tim Quill for a job well done during his three year term as 
President. We would also like to thank all of the members of the Central Western Zone 
Executive Committee for their dedication to our zone and all retired teachers. The great 
news, for both of us, is they have continued to support us in this new office and for the big 
job ahead of us, as well.

The first big job has been to make plans for the New York State Retired Teachers’ Associa-
tion Annual Convention. The Central Western Zone is the host this year. The theme is, 
“Wine Women, and Waterways…Where History Happens!” Our zone will present six 
workshops at the convention. The convention will be held October 26-28, 2016 at Turning 
Stone in Verona, NY.

Our second big job has been visiting each county within the zone at spring meetings. It has 
been our pleasure to travel and meet so many nice people within the ten county areas. Each 
unit is unique and everyone has been friendly. We look forward to seeing you in the next 
three years.

The third job, and maybe the most important of all, is to promote membership in the New 
York State Retired Teachers’ Association (NYSRTA). The major benefit of membership is 
a state organization that advocates for the benefits of retired teachers with both state and 
federal legislators.

Another major goal of NYSRTA is to vote NO in 2017 to New York State holding a  
Constitutional Convention.
 
We are again having a Central Western Zone Annual Presidents’ Campaign to help improve 
our treasury. Members have been very generous over the past three years of this campaign 
to improve our “bottom line” and we thank those who have already contributed whatever 
amount is comfortable for your budget. No amount is too small or too large.

We look forward to seeing you at the Central Western Zone Annual Meeting on Thursday, 
September 8, 2016 at the Notre Dame Retreat House in Canandaiqua.

Sincerely,  
Jane Behnk and Sandy Kushner
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Friendly Service, June 2016
By Barbara Rosecrans  

CWZ Chairperson
We have had another good year thanks to 
the collective efforts starting at the top 
with new State Vice President for Friendly 
Service, Harriet Beers, our unit chair-
persons, and key workers. At the present 
time, we are collecting numbers from 
these folks which will be printed at the 
time of our annual meeting in September.  
As you can guess, much of our effort is 
concentrated in sending get well and 
sympathy cards, reaching out to those in 
nursing homes and generally trying to 
keep in touch. Even if you don’t have a 
Friendly Service title, your efforts to let us 
know the concerns of retired teachers are 
so important. Keep them coming, please.
 As Mother Teresa said, “Let us always 
meet each other with a smile, for the smile 
is the beginning of love.” 
 Friendly Service provides not only 
smiles, but love to many of our fellow 
retirees. If you would enjoy sharing your 
smiles and love to help others feel better, 
please contact me, your CWZ Friendly 
Service chair. 

Central Western Zone

SCRAPBOOK
By Phyllis Dunlap--Historian

I have passed our two scrapbook pages to each county unit to fill out about their county’s 
officers, events and meetings (including pictures and newspaper articles) for our CWZ 
scrapbook which will be displayed at the 2016 NYSRTA conventions. I will be collecting 
these at the Notre Dame Retreat in Canandaigua on Thursday, September 8, 2016. We 
are all working together to make our 2016 CWZ scrapbook the best ever and to truly be 
a wonderful record of all our Central Western Zone Units.
      All of your time and effort are greatly appreciated. 
 Any questions, pbd106@yahoo.com or 315-539-3352 or 23S. Walnut Street,  
Waterloo, NY  13165.

Barrie Fleegel Memorial Grants 2016
By Mariann Holcomb and Ann Czajkowski

Active educators continue to pursue Barrie Fleegel Memorial Grants as they work 
toward permanent certification, graduate degrees or certificates of advanced studies. 
This year twenty-three applications were received from eight of our ten CWZ counties 
and evaluated by the grant committee composed of Carol Lord, John Hogan, Mariann 
Holcomb and Gene and Ann Czajkowski.

Grant recipients for 2016:
 Allegany - 
 Mariah Kramer $100, Wellsville CSD 
 Monroe - 
 Christine N. Green $200, Honeoye Falls-Lima CSD
 Brittany Phillips $100, East High School
 Thomas Mallaber $100, Rush-Henrietta SD/Roth Middle
 Rachael Sanguinetti $100, Allendale Columbia School 
 Ontario - 
 Cary Burke $150, Canandaigua Academy 
 Michelle Walpole $100, Naples CS  
 Orleans - 
 Jana Penders $150, Holley CS   
 Seneca - 
 Sherri Monell $100, Waterloo CS 
 Steuben - 
 Christopher Allen $100, Wayland-Cohocton SD                                                   
 Wayne - 
 Monica Stadler $100, Newark CSD  
 Yates - 
 Caroline Menaguale $100, Penn Yan Elementary

 A big thank you goes out to Carol Lord for once again providing the certificates and 
to the county representatives who presented these certificates and wrote up the event in 
their local newspapers. We especially appreciate our Split Club participants and indi-
vidual donors as they fund one hundred percent of the Barrie Fleegel Memorial Active 
Educator Grants. 
 We need everyone’s help to continue this program’s success!
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Central Western Zone 
to host NYSRTA Convention 

at Turning Stone 
October 26-28, 2016

We have been planning for the conven-
tion since last October, and we are proud 
of our theme to showcase our ten county 
area: “Wine, Women and Waterways….
Where History Happens”.
 Eleanor Stearns will be the Keynote 
Speaker portraying Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton. She will present a workshop as 
Clara Barton. Other workshops provided 
by the zone include: “Psychic Highway” 
by author Michael Keene; “Mural Mania” 
by retired teacher Gene Bavis; “Finger 
Lakes Museum” presented by Dr. Alioto, 
Natalie Payne, and John Adamski; Lucas 
Vineyards; and “Benefits of Acupunc-
ture” by Talia Foster and Sarah Urquhart. 
Members will introduce each speaker. 
Volunteers from our zone will be greet-
ers, handle registration, sell basket raffle 
tickets as well as 50/50 tickets, lead the 
Pledge to the Flag and invocation. Our 
zone needs to provide two nice baskets 
for the raffle, as well.

Presidents’ Message continued from cover



CWZ Split Club Members 
Make It Happen Again!

By Mariann Holcomb and  
Ann Czajkowski

The CWZ Split Club will fund the Barrie 
Fleegel Memorial Active Educator 
Grants again for 2017. Split Club sup-
porters made it possible to award one 
thousand four hundred dollars in grants 
to eleven active educators across CWZ’s 
ten counties for 2016. Two blue tickets 
are included here for purchase by CWZ 
members at twenty dollars each. Half 
the funds collected will be used to fund 
the grants. Additional donations in any 
amount are appreciated and will go  
directly toward the grants.
 Checks should be made payable to 
CWZ Active Educator Grant. Send ticket 
stubs and donations to Ann Czajkowski, 
2311 Johnson Creek Road, Barker, NY 
14012-. Ticket stubs must be received 
before January 10, 2017 to be eligible 
for all fifteen Split Club drawings. Other 
donations are accepted year round.
 Split Club winners in 2016 were:  
January - Kathryn Braddon, Sally Hall 
and Janice Baist; February - John E. Darr, 
Carl D. Wheat and Kathryn Braddon; 
March - Janice Baist, Elisabeth Grant 
and John G. Baker; April - David Mapes, 
Virginia A. Fugle, Carol Lord, Beverly 
Simons, Kathleen Clute and Kathleen 
Evans.
 Thank you to everyone who assisted 
with the transportation of the Linkletters 
to enable us to continue the Split Club 
this year. Thank you to all participants 
and congratulations to the winners!
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Community Service 
By Elaine Leasure, June 2016

Many good things are happening in our 
zone. Although I don’t have all the county 
reports yet, I can say that Seneca County 
continues to collect books to replenish 
their Red Bookshelf Project and several 
members took place in the local Relay For 
Life. Wayne County collected books for 
Literacy Volunteers in memory of Carol 
Ramsay. Steuben County collected items 
for their local SPCA. Ontario County’s 
Community Project is providing needed 
goods to the new Canandaigua Comfort 
House, Light Hill. Wyoming County sent 
seven large boxes of various items to our 
troops in October. They continue to knit 
hats and scarves to be sent this year as 
well. If your county is not represented 
here, please send me a few lines to let me 
know what is happening there.
 I am still collecting daily walkers 
forms from the spring meetings. I will 
have a full tally for the Fall newsletter.

New York State Retired Teachers’ Association, Inc.  •  Central Western Zone
Membership Report 2016

York State CWZ Articles 
By Phyllis Dunlap--  

Public Relations 2016
 
The 2016 NYSRTA Convention will be 
held October 26th - 28th at Turning Stone 
in Verona, NY. The host zone this year 
will be OUR Central Western Zone. The 
new Co-Presidents of our CWZ are Jane 
Behnk (Steuben) and Sandy Kushner 
(Wyoming). What a job for them as new 
Co-Presidents. We decided on “Wine 
(Trail), Women (rights) and Waterways” 
(Finger Lakes and Erie Canal) to represent 
our zone. We have Julie Ann Severson and 
Julee Acomb, retired art teachers from 
Wayland-Cohocton designing the cover 
for the Convention booklet. We have 
asked each county (10) to send us great 
photos to put in the booklet. You will see 
why we love our CWZ.)
     In CWZ, we welcome new By-law’s 
chair, Sharon White (Wayne) but we will 
miss Kitty Braddon (Ontario) and Mary 
Prince-Walter (Ontario) who are retiring 
as Membership chairs. This is a vital part 
of our zone and we are hoping a new 
chair or co-chairs will step up soon. We 
hope to add to our membership many 
new retiring teachers. This is what keeps 
are counties, zones and state going. 
     Happy Summer and see you in the 
Autumn at our CWZ meeting!
     Any questions, pbd106@yahoo.com 
or 315-539-3352 or 23 S. Walnut Street, 
Waterloo, NY  13165.
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We would like to say a special thank you 
to present and past unit membership 
chairs and presidents during our eight 
year tenure. We have appreciated your 
help and cooperation.
 It is with very mixed emotions we 
are retiring from our position as CWZ 
membership chairs. It has been a pleasure 
to work with all of you. We have met so 
many wonderful people and have enjoyed 
your meetings.
 Membership continues to be a main 

concern for our organization. In this 
changing world and unstable economy 
we need to be vigilant in keeping and 
obtaining members. Personal contact 
has proved to be the best method to at-
tract new and past members. A simple 
phone call, offer of a ride or invitation to 
an event would go a long way to make 
someone feel welcome. A reminder of all 
that our organization offers may also get 
more interest in joining. If every member 
reached out to just one retiree we would 

be headed to a healthier organization. It 
might take two or three tries but it would 
be worth the effort. Risk the contact, reap 
the rewards.
 We again thank you for all you have 
and continue to do. Membership is every-
one’s job.
 We hope to see you in the future.
  Respectively submitted,
  Kitty Braddon
  Mary Prince-Walter
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Mark Your Calendars!
The NYSRTA 66th  

Annual Convention
 ANNUAL WORKSHOPS 

& ANNUAL MEETING
Hosted by  

Central Western Zone

Turning Stone  
Resort & Casino 

5218 Patrick Road  
Verona, New York 13478  

1-800-771-7711 

Wednesday, Thursday  
and Friday 

October 26 – 28, 2016
Registration:  

Tuesday, 2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

REGISTRATION  
DEADLINE:  

SEPTEMBER 21, 2016

9:30 a.m. Coffee &  
  Pastries
10:00 a.m. Meeting
11:00 a.m. Program
12 Noon Buffet Lunch
CWZ Basket Raffle

RSVP by Friday, August 26, 2016 with your check  
made payable to: CWZ Retired Teachers’ Association 
Mail to: Betty Pilato, 2499 Sanitarium Road, 
Clifton Springs, NY 14532
Luncheon Reservation $20.00 Price Per Person 
Please accept my reservation(s) for:

Name(s) _________________________________________________________
                _________________________________________________________
Address  _________________________________________________________
                _________________________________________________________
                _________________________________________________________
Number of Reservations:  ____________       Total enclosed:  $______________

      I am unable to attend but wish to contribute $10.00 for CWZ Annual Appeal.
 
Handicapped individuals: The walk from the entrance to the meeting/dining area may be too 
long for some people. For a shorter walk drive past the “No Entry Beyond This Point” sign to 
the cul-de-sac. Enter here and you will be by the area for coffee/pastries and right by the room 
for the meeting and program. If possible, return to the parking lot with your car. If this is not 
possible, there is limited parking near this entrance for a few cars providing the driveway to 
the house is not blocked.

Central Western Zone Fall 2016 Meeting 
Thursday, 

September 8, 2016
Notre Dame Retreat House

5151 Foster Road  
Canandaigua, NY 14424,  

(585) 394-5700

Nominations for  
Central Western Zone  
2016 Annual Meeting
Co-Presidents - Jane Behnk 
and Sandy Kushner
Vice President -  
 Mary Ellen Morgan 
Recording Secretary -  
 Jane Crosby
Corresponding Secretary -  
 Pat Dick
Treasurer - Betty Pilato


